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ABSTRACT

An Assessment of FD Consultancy for New Vitality Project in
Sancheong County

The purpose of the New Vitality Project (NVP), which was
implemented in 2005 by the present government (Participatory Government)
for regional development, was to establish a base for long-term self support
for the less developed regions. The NVP was introduced in the course of
evaluating the one-sided benefit-providing support policies initiated mostly by
the incumbent government. These policies have caused the inefficient running
of hackneyed, facility-oriented projects and neglected human resources and
regional development without long-term visions, when the less developed
regions were getting poorer even if large sums of financial resources were put
to correct the situation.

The government introduced Family Doctors (FDs) so that they can
provide advices and consulting services on the overall matters related to the
NVP. The FD system 1is considered as a specialized consultant system
implemented to achieve the substantiality of NVP. The FD should play many
roles such as (1) supporting the local government in establishing the project
plan, (2) monitoring and evaluating the main programs of the project, (3)
recommending the specialists related to herbs and Korean medicine, (4)
amending the action plans of main programs, (5) consulting on establishing a
regional innovation system, (6) encouraging the participation of residents etc.

This report summarizes the results of FD's providing consultation for
the NVP of Sancheong county, an underdeveloped region in
Gyeongsangnam-do. It embodies the results of a comprehensive evaluation on
the performance of the project and FD's role as well as some recommendations
for improving the project and the FD system.

Researcher: Hong-Sang Kim
E-mail address: hskim@krei.re.kr
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