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ABSTRACT

The Real State of North Korean Agriculture and Rural
Areas, and the Direction of Assistance

- Centering Around Cooperative Farms -

This research has been conducted for two purposes. The main purpose is
to grasp the actual circumstances of North Korean agriculture and rural so-
ciety through cooperative farms. The ancillary purpose is to suggest appro-
priate agricultural cooperation projects in accordance with North Korea
policy.

We divided the main contents into four parts. The first part shows
general features of North Korea's farm management system and structure
of cooperative farms. A cooperative farm is a basic organization producing
agricultural products and forms the basis of rural life. This part consists of
the process of land reform and agricultural collectivization, farm manage-
ment system, and the structure of cooperative farms, state farms, and gen-
eral farms.

The second part deals with the features of cooperative farms that
appear in a formal system. The main contents are the organization of the
cooperative farm management committee, farm management system, pro-
duction organization, the actual conditions of work groups and sub-work
groups in cooperative farms. The main information contains the procure-
ment of agricultural inputs, annual agricultural production and planning, ru-
ral production activities, distribution of products, and purchasing and dis-
tribution of agricultural products. In addition, utilization of the means of
production and property rights are investigated. All these information are
based on existing documents and laws of North Korea.

The third part presents the changes in cooperative farms and rural
community after the food crisis in the mid-1990s. This part was inves-



viii

tigated through interviews with North Korean defectors, researchers, and
experts working at assistance organizations for North Koreans. We tried to
find the changes that appeared in the rural society due to the weakening
economy and fortified government control. The major changes are the fail-
ure of reform taken by the North Korean government, the collapse of gov-
ernmental procurement system, weakening of cooperative farms’ manage-
ment function, empowered production organization of cooperative farms,
and expansion of private economy in rural areas.

The last part suggests North Korea’s agricultural and rural issues,
and the direction for inter-Korean agricultural cooperation was sought. A
few feasible agricultural cooperation projects and its effects were in-
troduced as measures to seek a desirable cooperation model between the
South and the North.

Researchers: Young-Hoon Kim, Tae-Jin Kwon and Min-Jee Nam.
E-mail: kyhoon@Kkrei.re.kr
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a9 %
o g 5 3
s-g-od 6.2 27.6
Bad-AxY 29.8 30.5
A7) 7 5= 13.4 115
S IEat R 50.6 30.3
ZA(GDP) 100.0 100.0

AR A%, BET A v, 2005.

I 4-2. == s7telT HIE H|1(1965~1995)

e A% (%)

Ho

B! 2 3 B/A

ErlITA) | WE 57101 7H(B) % ()
1965 15,812 55.1 4,999 40.8 0.31
1980 10,827 28.4 6,731 38.2 0.62
1995 4,851 10.8 7,863 36.5 1.62
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T 44 53 59| g == AE((1999)
o) AKkWh(%)
27| & 2 g
.61_ “r?r HE o o= 9 B/A(%)
F(A) 9 +(B) 9
o ¥ 3494+ 2554 (9) 4409+ 328 (27) 129
od 0% 418 (14) 0%k F 418 (35) 100
71 A 70,000t | 2,231 (77) 20,0000} 463 (38) 21
Al - | 2,902(100) - | 1,199(100) 41
A8 UNDP, 1998 A ) &AL,
E 4-5. M-I e MARA F12H1998)
2 59 (%) SER
FhgA | B

2 S5 s 54

N kg/ha 30(188) | 30(18.8) 150~170 150~170
P20, kg/ha n.a n.a 75~85 75~85
KCl kg/ha n.a n.a 75~85 75~85
ok kg/ha n.a n.a 1.7 1.7
2} kg/ha 60(100) | 40(100) 60 40
Hd m?/ha n.a n.a 600 230
F71A A 7t/ha 18(37.5) 18(81.8) 48 22
A7 2 €l /ha 26(19.7) | 22(20.4) 132 108
= m’/ha 10,000(100) n.a 10,000 n.a

T lew BEAE 7L

Z}&: UNDP, 1998.

I 4-6. Setel oy 2HE AEef(1998)

A 214 4 (ha) 3 Km) | TFRENL) | FFEFONR)
Hot Hobd = 57,360 2,100 3,600 1,399
Skl 7N 55,750 3,040 606 88
A% gede 38,161 1,163 5,148 929
SR HotE 36,712 54 619 4
4= Hotg 25,243 1,996 7,106 828
IR SATE 20,629 998 4,327 244
AT e 5= 6,328 225 576 13

A} &: UNDP, 1998.
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