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AAE B 1018] 782 4622 3296 | 6756| 5187| 937| 711
A/B 44| 49 36 35 44

A7 BAEXF(1995);, B 73 E R F(1998).
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Abstract

Proposal for Improving Rural Medical Care System

In order to improve medical care system in rural and fishery
areas, the Korean government began to support establishing private
hospitals in poor medical care service areas, with implementing of
health insurance system since 1977. In 1988, rural development fund
supported establishing the private hospitals in rural areas. Since
1994, finance from the rural special tax has funded rurél medical
care service support program. With the help from the above support
programs rural medical care environment has been improved quite a
bit, however, there still remains many problems. Most of private
hospitals in poor medical care service areas have faced financial
problems due to decrease in rural population and aggravation of
rural situations.

Current rural special tax support program has spent most of its
expenditures on providing medical facilities and equipment of public
health centers in county levels. Enforcing medical treatment service
in public health centers has brought conflicts between private
hospitals/clinics and public health centers, and support programs for
rural private hospitals have only mitigated financial aggravation.

The objectives of this study are; 1) to investigate supply

situation of medical care services in rural areas and discuss
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difficulties of accessibility in medical care service in rural areas, and
2) to analyze the existing problefns in rural medical care system and
devise proper measures to supply good quality medical care service
to rural residents.

Rural residents’ diseases can be characterized as aging of rural
population, diseases from agricultural mechanization, chemicals, and
vinyl housing, which cause geriatric diseases, chronic degenerative
diseases, pesticide-poisoning diseases, agro-mechanical accidents, and
farmer’s diseases. Because most of rural residents are aged and in
low-income group, they prefer to use cheap medical care services
supplied by public medical institutions in the community. Hence,
demand for medical care services by primary health care posts,
health sub-centers, and public health centers have been increasing.

Rural residents choose to use either public medical institutions
in the region or famous hospitals outside the region, depending on
seriousness of diseases, transportation situation, and their own
solvencies. Therefore, the current 3 step health care delivery system
is not working quite effectively.

Since most of medical facilities and medical manpower are
intensively distributed in urban areas, establishing cooperative system
between public medical institutions and private medical institutions in
rural areas is desirable in order to supply good quality medical care
services. We propose two alternatives herewith to establish the
cooperative system.

Proposal 1 is to maintain the current 3 step medical delivery
system and reinforce the cooperative system between medical

institutions in the region, which is to reinforce cooperative medical
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care service between primary health care facilities and secondary
hospitals, and furthermore in cases of serious patients, to reinforce
delivery system to regional «central hospitals or general
hospitals(tertiary hospitals).

Proposal 2 is to establish 2 step medical delivery system
between primary health care facilities and secondary hospitals, in
which primary health care facilities and private clinics in the region
are entitled to serve primary medical care, and general hospitals
nearby (outside) the region are entitled to serve secondary medical
care.

It is noteworthy that all of primary health care facilities and
private clinics are grouped as primary medical care institutions, and
public hospitals, general hospitals and specia1 hospital are grouped as
secondary medical care institutions. Here, we suggest that proposal 2
is more desirable than proposal 1.

In 2 step medical delivery system, public medical institutions
minimize medical treatment services and rather focus on prevention
activities. Firstly, public medical institutions have to be main centers
for planning and executing regional health care programs. Secondly,
public medical institutions continue to conduct principal public
health services such as control of communicable diseases, health
babies, health care and nursery of women in child birth or with new
born babies, and control of tuberculosis.

Thirdly, public medical institutions have to be reorganized as a
‘general welfare service center’(a provisional name) which covers
welfare services as well as medical care services. Fourthly, it is

necessary to reorganize the current public medical institutions and
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establish new management system in accordance with the changes in
medical services served by the public medical institutions.
Problematic competition between private medical institutions
and public medical institutions in rural areas can be settled by letting
public medical institutions focus on preventive medical services and
planning of regional health care policy, but conduct medical
treatment services only when no private medical institutions exist in
the region. Meanwhile private medical institutions in rural areas need
to be evaluated of their financial status and make structural reforms.
In addition, it is important to take general measures to invite
medical personnel with great expertise in rural areas. It is
recommended to utilize “hometown public doctor system” out of the
retired medical doctors or the currently practiced special system of

college entrance for rural youth.

Researcher: Joung Myoung-Chae, Choi Kyung-Hwan, Gim Uhn-Soon

E-mail address: joungmc@kreisun.krei.re.kr
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