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ABSTRACT

A study on the Urban Forest Management Policy

The objectives of this study are to identify problems and
functional roles of the urban forest in the 21st century, and to
suggest future policy recommendations to maintain a better and
systematic management of urban forest. Following steps are
employed to achieve the research goals: First, the institutional
problems such as the policies, laws, organizations, and budgets
related with urban forest management are examined. Second, the
changes in roles and management problems of urban forest are
surveyed and analyzed through interviews with city dwellers and
experts. Third, the policy recommendations based on the results
of survey are suggested for future urban forest policies, laws,
and organizations. Major results are as follows.

The urban forest area was increased significantly from 428,000
hectares (ha) in 1993 to 2,434,000 ha in 1998 as the result of
integration of urban cities and rural areas which started from
1995. The administration of rural forest areas was incorporated
into city administration, bringing an increase in urban forest.
However, the forest within urban planning area was diminished
and isolated. The isolation deteriorated the quality of urban forest
ecosystem. In addition, the urban forest is not managed

appropriately because various laws and organizations are involved.



92

The organizations suffered from insufficient budget also.

The citizen's interest on the functions and roles of urban forest
is in an increasing trend, and the demand for urban forest i1s
various. The functions and roles of urban forest were the
conservation and protection of urban environment in the past.
However, they are diversified in these days. That is, the
demand for urban forest is being increased in recreation, scenery,
education, etc., because of an increase in urban population and
higher demand for leisure together with a higher standard of
living. Even though the demand for urban forest is changing,
there are many problems such as the absence of government
policy, law and system for better and systematic management,
the deficiency of budget support, and the absence of incentives
in utilization of private-owned urban forest and citizen's
participation.

The major policy problems for urban forest management
include, among others, the enlargement of urban forest areas, the
quality improvement of them, the improvement of urban forest
utilization. In addition, urban forest management should be based
on the healthiness of ecosystem to secure the stability and
circularity of urban forest. Also it should appropriately meet the
demand for pleasant environment and contribute to sustainable
urban development.

The future policy recommendations are introduction of the
green network system and total green-space management system

to enlarge and improve urban forest, establishment of the basic
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management planning and the incentive policy to pnvately
owned forest. The citizen's participation should be also increased
to maintain a better urban forest.

The improvement measures of law and system are as follows.
The Forest Law should be revised including the scope of urban
forest, the establishment of basic management planning, the role
division of central and local government, the subsidy grant, and
the introduction of street tree management provision. Also the
Urban Planning Law and the Urban Redevelopment Law should
be revised including the introduction of responsible substitutional
green-space system, previous investigation about the tree
treatment and usage in the case of urban redevelopment and
rebuilding, taxing the capital gain by redevelopment in old
dwelling areas. And the Urban Park Law should be revised
including the establishment of basic management planning of
trees and green-spaces. In the long run, 'Urban Forest
Management Law'(temporary name) generalizing laws related
with urban forest should be legislated.

Finally, a new organization in the Forest Administration, say
Urban forest management Division or Urban forest support
Division, should be established for a consistent and continuous

management of urban forest.

Researcher: Seok Hyun-Duk, Chang Cheol-Su, Jang Woo-Whan,
Ryu Kwang-Su
E-mail Address: kdseok@krei.re.kr
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