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4.4, A Study on the Social Characteristics of Environment-friendly
Farmers

AT 2 A
A 717F - 2003. 1 ~ 2003. 11

This research has the purpose to understand theoretically and empirically
social characteristics of Korean environment-friendly (EF) farmers particularly

focusing upon three aspects--first, personal features or characteristics,
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second, beliefs and values, and last, social relationships.

Through a survey toward 170 certified EF farmers, quite a few
meaningful results are derived. The farmers are young and highly-educated,
and earn more than general farmers. However, the farming is not fully
adopted on the farm even among these farmers. This “part-space EF
farming,” which is so named in this paper, is a strategy under various
conditions disadvantageous to the farmers, such as difficulties in finding
marketing channels, productivity fluctuation, and lack of state subsidization.
It is found that the EF farmers have beliefs and world view inclined toward
alternative agriculture. The EF farmers in this study have deep and wide
social relationships and networks, which will be another positive point for
the sector. They innovate, diffuse, and adopt technologies among themselves

rather than merely following formal directions.
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