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ABSTRACT

A Study of Foreign Farmer Organizations on Their
Participation in Agricultural Policy Making

The purpose of this study is to analyze how foreign farmer organizations
participate in and influence the decision-making process for agricultural policies.
To this end, case examples of Germany, France and New Zealand were studied.

In Germany, where corporatism is a dominant mode in the political
structure, the German Farmer Association (der Deutsche Bauernverband, DBV)
was established as an exclusive representative farmer organization. It cooperates
with the government in making decisions regarding agricultural policies. This
system is advantageous to farmers, since it institutionalized cooperative
relationships between farmers and the government. However, the DBV reveals
problematic aspects by excessively pursuing its own interest and by being
relatively conservative when introducing new policies.

In France, where pluralism is a dominant mode in the political structure
and farmer organizations are competing with each other, farmer organizations
have progressive attitudes when suggesting directions of new agricultural policies.

In New Zealand, where the agricultural reform was achieved without
subsidies, farmer organizations have practiced this reform by themselves.

Comparing the case examples of the three countries, the following
observations have been obtained:

1) In view of participating types, the DBV of Germany exercises the influence
as a typical pressure group. In France, the farmer organizations have active
official participation through institution, while in New Zealand, farmer
organizations make moderate participation in the politics by supporting
agricultural policies of the government.

2) In terms of the organizing structure, the DBV of Germany is a unified voice
of all farmer organizations. French farmer organizations compete each other,
but show cooperative relationships occasionally. New Zealand has various
farmer organizations, but the Federated Farmers of New Zealand(FFNZ)
represents all of them.

3) The degree of exercising influence on policies differs depending on
participating types and organizational structure. In Germany, the farmer
organization has the most immense influence, followed by France and New
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Zealand, where farmer organizations have relatively weak power.

4) In the aspect of taking actions as a pressure group, the DBV of Germany
acts based on the logic of influence rather than the logic of membership. But
French farmer organizations act based on the logic of membership because
they have their own political standpoint.

5) In terms of degree of contribution to agricultural policies, the French farmer
organizations are most progressive by suggesting the direction of agricultural
development, followed by its New Zealand counterpart, which supports the
government, and the German counterpart, which is most conservative and
normally responds to government policies after they are made. Due to its
self-centered attitude, the DBV is currently being criticized by the German
society.

6) The DBV of Germany is believed to have the ability to suggest alternative
policies, because it has as many as 21 professional committees.

Researchers: Su-Suk Kim and Hyun-Tae Park
E-mail Address: soosuk@krei.re.kr
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a2 5-1. FFNZel =X HA

=91 3] (National Board)

7 =9 ¢] 3] (National Council)

A ARG

S A 27

’ =43 8 5-(Senior Management Team)
| 9 224 (243) 23 Z=21(971)

(B-4:143) (944:103%) -85 - %R (NZ Meat&Fibre Producers

-Northland -Nelson Council)

-Auckland -Golden Bay ~t}=(Dairy Farmers of NZ Council)

-~Waikato ~Marlborough -5 (Grains Council of NZ)

-Bay of Plenty = -West Coast -9%%(NZ Bee Industry Group)

-Ruapehu -Mid-Canterbury -9 53 AAHNZ Young Farmers)

-Hawke’s Bay ~ -North Canterbury -A4-%(Rural Butchers Association)

~Tararua -South Canterbury -2 o] (Mohair NZ)

~Taranaki ~North Otago - 3195 A (South Island

-Wanganui -Otago High Country Committee)

—Rotorua/Taupo  —Southland -5-2=3] 91 (Affiliated Members)

~Gisborne/Wairoa

~Hauraki/Coromandel

~Manawatu/Rangitikei

-Wairarapa

FFNZS T4 F 85 (Management Team)E T+ 131, FYH 7} FENZS
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Average Sales Price of Total Farm Land
(inflation adjusted)
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