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B

T =
AGE AW 28 9@ H2e 249 At FEAGE B <
4 Ape AUsY Q7 AR W40 A GEe A Ry B

Xt

ad 2-1. =2ghe| HH Ate[Fxet JHEY AtslT=
A A

B C

B C D E

@ANY 2% (b) AEE 243

A} E: Coleman, 1988.



AL A A2 AE 1y

O ARSF29] 3l AL Z 2 (voluntary organization) 5% 1 T4
= 9&S FOoRN 83 AL A AL
g FAgt O 42 ae ARAA A Pl s
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UekQk(Narayan 1999)& ARSZ RS “ARS|S] F& ol ulE]
(embedded) =] o] YO WA AFHER slom AR YPEote =3 53
g% = AEE 3 F= T (morms)o|Y AMS]F A (social relation-
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A L AREA AR L A7 ERE O] (lo] Tl Tieto] Bl S Sk
$ Aol Qe Ao Z AAFa 9 thPortes 1998; Grootaert 1997).
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W, AR B2, 949 53 22 AR &l EASHE A BT AA
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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Relationship between Social Capital
and Rural Development in Korea

This study aims to identify the relationship between social capital and rural
development. Tentatively, this study hypothesizes that social capital has a
close relationship to the development of rural communities. Therefore, the
deterioration of social capital must result in the deterioration of rural
communities.

This study is composed of three parts. Fist part is to review and
to make a new definition of social capital in the Korean context, and to
identify the forms of social capital in social groups and its operational
mechanism in rural Korea. Second part is to identify indicators for measur-
ing social capital and to measure the social capital of social groups. Third
part is to identify the role and function of social capital for the develop-
ment of rural communities in Korea.

Conventionally, social capital has been conceptualized as '"the
norms and social relations embedded in the social structure of society that
enable people to coordinate action and to achieve desired goals." Some
studies identified social capital with the social group and voluntary
associations. However, this concept is too vague and obscure to grasp the
reality of social capital. Therefore, this study re-conceptualizes social capi-
tal, which is measurable and testifiable in the rural context of Korea.

This study defines social capital as "an ability enabling people to
take action for achieving desired goals in social groups or social networks",
and this ability should be created through social interactions such as social
exchange and compensation, cooperation, competition, and conflict.

Rural village as a community is the complex of various social
groups. Any people in a rural community must belong to more than one
social group, and make daily lives through social interaction with the mem-
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bers of social groups. Under this definition, this study identifies that social
capital in rural Korea has been pervasive, embedding in social groups and
enabling social groups and rural communities to be operated. However, so-
cial capital in traditional social groups is shading away to some degree in
the process of modernization. In particular, when government policies for
rural development are introduced, the property of traditional social capital
is shading away.

Hypothetical indicators were set for measuring social capital by
each basic concept of social capital: social exchange and compensation, co-
operation, competition and conflict. Next step was to verify the hypo-
thetical social capital indicators. Finally, each basic conceptual social capi-
tal had 4 to 6 social capital indicators.

The social capital was measured from 6 farming groups producing
strawberry and water melon. The farming groups with better performance
shows a higher degree of social capital index in the basic concept of social
capital: social exchange and compensation, cooperation and competition.
However, the conflict related social capital index was higher in the farming
groups with poor performance.

In corelation analysis, social capital could explain the income of
farming group members by 13.7 percent. However, social capital could ex-
plain the daily activities of farming group members by 51.4 percent. Social
capital is an important property for the members of farming group in in-
come earning and daily life.

One of the important findings of this study is that the highly devel-
oped village communities accumulate more social capital than lower devel-
oped village communities. This mans that any rural community accumulat-
ing high social capital could launch development project with good cooper-
ation and trust and lower degree of conflicts among members. Instead, any
rural community with poor social capital accumulation must face diffi-
culties with poor degree of cooperation, trust, and high degree of conflicts
among members.

A traditional social organization in a rural community has a strong
ties among the members of the social groups and among social groups in
the community. Therefore, bonding social capital and bridging social capi-
tal were pervasive property in traditional rural communities. However,
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when government projects are introduced into rural communities, conflicts
arise among social groups in the community as the social group monopo-
lizes community resources dominantly. This study also found that the link-
ing social capital is important for rural community development since the
rural community could obtain valuable resources, information, technology
from outside organizations. Therefore, fostering bonding, bridging and link-
ing social capital is important when government introduce any development
projects into rural communities.

As a conclusion, social capital is an essential for rural community
development. This study suggests followings to foster social capital in rural
communities. First, partnership is important between local government and
rural community to foster community leadership and community empower-
ment, and to induce participatory development for launching development
projects. Secondly, a consulting consortium participating with local govern-
ment bodies, local companies, universities, research institutes and experts
is necessary to assist rural community for launching development projects
and to accumulate social capital. Thirdly, NGO and NPO must be fostered
to assist rural communities in remote areas aiming to foster leadership and
assist to accumulate social capital.

Principle researcher: Chung Ki Whan, Ph.D.
e-mail address: kwchung@krei.re.kr
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