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Abstract

The UR agreement on agriculture put in place a set of rules regarding tariffication of
all the non-tariff barriers on agricultural trade. However the process of tariffication
internationally produced a number of very high tariffs beyond 200%, and intensified tariff
dispersion and tariff imbalance both among countries and among products. In many
WTO members, high level of tariffs and complicated tariff systems remains on staple
food and politically sensitive products. Thus the issue of tariff peaks and dispersion
must be addressed in the context of the next negotiation on agriculture. In this regard,
the paper examined the international agricultural tariff system and structure after
launching the WTO in order to find the policy implication of the domestic tariff system
on agriculture. Korea's tariff system on agricultural products was basically in the form
of ad valorem tariff and many agricultural raw materials are in a relatively higher level

of tariffs than the processed goods.
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