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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to analyse the interrelationship between the international
legal protection of modern biotechology and sustainable agricultural development. Recently
advanced biotechnological innovations and its resulting GMOs urge us to rethink the
meaning and scope of sustainable agricultural development in the novel contexts of this
biotechnological millennium. In particular, when considering both probable promises and
perils resulting from biotechnological applications, intellectual property protection of
agro—biotechnology should take into more careful account the social impacts as well as the
economic values of it. The existing international legal regimes for intellectual property
protection, however, seem to be somewhat inappropriate to secure sustainable agricultural
development. Therefore, I hope that future negotiations for rebuilding international legal
systems for intellectual property protection of agro-biotechnology will be more favourable to

the environment, biodiversity, equity, and sustainable development of agriculture.
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S AEES S FHAPRLALE 17
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% “Members may exclude from patentability

their
territory of the commercial exploitation of

inventions, the prevention within
which is necessary to protect ordre public
or morality, including to protect human,
animal or plant life or health or to avoid
serious prejudice to the environment,
provided that such exclusion is not made
merely  because the  exploitation is
prohibited by their law”(‘TRIPs §#4, #27

Z A28,

FEEARS &2 Soltde] o ezl
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#zopmol] 73k Wl ek (Vienna Convention
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of QiAo W zopEw 1 goje] o
e a2 BEd BH n|Fo], B4
el omle] wet AAuojof Frh(E ek,
A31z& A|1ah). o)k ZofafAle] 7]t A
‘GATT 1994 % WTOZBAAAE A3
g BE HERAE FEL Aty
€8 g Ae ‘IATHY A B B
WrE” e ‘mAREE Be dvsAEat
2702 RN JYTHWTO 47| KA,
United States-Standards for Reformulated
and Conventional Gasoline, WT/DS2/AB/R
(Apr. 29, 1996), paras. 3.11-3.13; WTO &4
719 H.aA], Japan-Taxes on Alcoholic
Beverages, WT/DS8/AB/R (Oct. 4, 1996),
para. 4.1; WTO 3+47]F ¥ 14, Argentina-
Measures Affecting Imports of Footwear,
Textiles, Apparel and Other Items, WT/
DS56/AB/R (Mar. 27, 1998), para. 42; WTO
a7l HIA,
Customs Classification of Certain Computer
Equipment, WT/DS62/AB/R (Jun. 5, 1998),
para. 85 ).
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European Communities—

“to protect human, animal or plant life or
health.” “conservation of exhaustible natural
resources.”
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