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ABSTRACT

A Study on Long-Term Forest Management Strategies
for The Green Growth

Background of Research

With the international community facing global environmental problems
such as climate change, desertification, and loss of biodiversity and energy
crisis, the importance of forest has been growing more and more recently.
Domestically, the demand for leisure and healing in the forest as well as
education about forest is increasing as a result of increasing urbanization,
introduction of five-day working week, and growing interest in health.
Even though domestic forest resources have increased along with the public
benefit of forests, the forest industry's productivity and forest farmers' in-
come have remained low. As a result, there is a growing demand by forest
farmers to use the forest land. As this is the case, there is a conflict of
interests between the general public who wish to conserve the forest and
forest farmers who wish to develop it. The direction for mid- and
long-term forest policy should be set on resolving the conflicting needs of
interested parties through partnerships and on seeking harmony and co-ex-
istence beyond the social, economic and environmental benefits sought by
the sustainable forest management of today.

Method of Research

This year, which is the first year of this research, the direction and goal
for long-term forest policy was set by analyzing changes in domestic and
international circumstances surrounding forestry and trends in domestic and
international forest policy. Also, a survey was conducted to find out forest
farmers' and the general public's opinions on forest and forestry. The core
tasks and detailed strategies for achieving the goal were derived from a



viii

field survey, on-site meetings, and expert seminars. In the second year, pol-
icy priorities will be identified and a detailed project plan will be finalized.

Research Results and Implications

In order to meet all the conflicting needs of interested parties, the basic
goals were set on making compensations for maintaining the multi-
functionality of forest, boosting the competitiveness of forestry, invigorat-
ing local communities, conserving the forest ecosystem, and expanding for-
est environmental services, and core strategies and policy tasks for each
goal were selected. First, compensations will be made for forest environ-
mental services in private forest areas to maintain the multifunctionality of
forest through forest protection trust and direct payments for forest environ-
mental services. Second, the forest industry will be nurtured and its com-
petitiveness strengthened through the timber industry, forest product export,
and agroforestry. Also, a forest income stabilization system will be con-
structed by expanding disaster insurance and by implementing a direct pay-
ment system. Third, in order to invigorate the local forestry, efforts will
be made to foster forest industry clusters, mountain village-type community
businesses, and model forests at local and regional levels. Fourth, in order
to conserve the forest ecosystem and expand forest environmental services,
efforts will be made to improve the health of the forest through prevention
of forest disasters and expansion of tailored afforestation programs, expand
diverse forest environmental services for leisure, healing, education, recre-
ation and sports, and actively manage the forest in urban areas. Finally, in
order to put these strategies into practice, efforts will be made to construct
and improve policy support systems such as forest management governance
system, management support system for different types of managers, and
forest land management system.

Researchers: Hyun-Deok Suck, Cheol-Su Chang, Kyung-Taek Min,
Ho-Gun Chong, Sun-Jin Ahn, So-Hee Park, Gook-Hoon Cho

Research Period: 2012. 1~2012. 10

E-mail address: hdseok@krei.re.kr
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