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Abstract

This paper analyzes trends of land productivity from the early 1910s to the
late 1950s in Korea. The land productivity increased rapidly during the colo-
nial era especially in the lands owned by Japanese landlords, mainly because
they had purchased cheaper lands with low productivity. Although the land
productivity in Japanese-owned lands increased rapidly, it did not exceed that

of Korean-owned lands. This was because the land productivity

Korean-owned lands increased as well. Moreover, after the Korean Land
Reform, the land productivity in the late 1950s recovered or exceeded that
of the late 1930s, even after the chaotic years of the Korean War. The im-
plications of the results are as follows: first, while land productivity increased
under the colonial landlord system, Korean landlords had also contributed to
the increase as much as Japanese landlords. Secondly, the fact that the land
productivity under the owner-peasant system was as good as the colonial
landlord system shows that the agricultural skills embedded in petty peasants

were important as good as the role of colonial landlords was.
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