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Abstract

This study tries to identify a research question: Does the comprehensive approach
of 6th industrialization of agriculture on revitalizing rural economies work in
Korea? To address the question, this research employs selection models utilizing
the agricultural statistics of the 6th industrialization conducted by the Korean
government. The empirical results show that the comprehensive approach of
the 6th industrialization has little impact on increasing farm household income.
The estimated selection coefficient, A, gives the evidence of negative selectivity
with statistical significance. It can be interpreted that, in terms of promoting farm
household income, the integration incorporating primary-secondary-tertiary industry
all together does not seem appropriate to current rural and agricultural context
in Korea. On the other hand, the partial integration such as primary-secondary
or primary-tertiary combination is more decent in the Korean context. This
is markedly different from the policy direction of the incumbent government,
which pushes ahead with the comprehensive 6th industrialization model as top
priority. Finally, the present study concludes with the policy implications and
raises the issues about rural policy evaluation.
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