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Abstract

Focusing on the changes in the demographic spectrum of Korean society in re-
cent years, this paper decomposes the changes in Korean households' food ex-
penditures into various socio-demographic factors and examines how much each
explanatory factor accounts for changes in the expenditures by food items. The
changes in the food expenditures were evaluated by two measures: average ex-
penditures and expenditure inequality. The demographic factors include the age
of household head, the shares of single-person households and households with
two or more persons, household income, the share of dual income households,
and the share of female households. According to the estimation results, the so-
cio-demographic effects as well as preference effects were found to significantly
influence the changes in the average food expenditures between 2006 and 2015.
Also, it was found that the factors mostly contributing to rising food expenditure
inequality were the increase in the age of the household heads and the decrease
in the share of the households with two or more persons. These findings imply
that it is necessary to establish a public food assistance system for nutritionally
vulnerable groups such as elderly households and low income households.
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E)17HE] v 9.3%04 188% = F+ HiLF SUTh 49| AAEE FAE ghHo] R
Fo] HlFE 27.5% A 32.0%% EJ°oH, 94 7}?4 HIF % 26.6%°14 295% % 53
o Y9+ HASL 34%7HEF SN OH, ASS4E FFOE 1F o]ste JHF A

T EojE R, tiE o) 7tF Hlsol :—z?i‘jr.
A 7 109 A FH AEHoE AFH] A AA et I/, Ak, HY,
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2 A&, 1978 A& HE T S AFEE

Al

o =
h =
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E 1. oz QITALS| 201 o] J|eSH 2 Y B=EX|
2006 2015
g FEEHA =y FZFHA
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o7t R b S 0.2663 0.4420 0.2953 0.4562
TER] A 12,367 9,681
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AA Y AEHL 7t T AFZLE ro] Altste Zo] I¥E U (OECD 2008).
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