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Korea Rural Economic Institute

ABSTRACT

2019 Public Opinion Survey on Agriculture and Rural Areas

The Korea Rural Economic Institute carried out its annual public survey
to understand Koreans’ overall opinions on agriculture and rural
communities. The survey, conducted on November 11 - 31, targeted 1,500
urban residents and 3,000 farmers. All of the urban residents and 1,521
farmers responded to the questionnaire.

The survey result shows that about half of Koreans think that agriculture
has been and will be significant for the national economy (52.6% of
farmers, 54.5% of urban dwellers). Also, they consider that agriculture will
be more vital in the future than now.

Although city dwellers felt that agriculture is significant (78.0%), their
affection toward agriculture and rural communities amounted to 38.5%,
indicating that there should be various efforts to raise their affection, such as
rural experience and education programs.

Questioned how valuable agriculture was as to its public function, 64.2%
of urban respondents answered “highly valuable.” Also, 60.2% of them
agreed on additional tax burdens to keep the value of agriculture. The result
implies that it is necessary to share the significance of agriculture’s public
function and enhance the value.

Regarding various functions of agriculture, 87.5% of the respondents put
a priority on the stable supply of food (agricultural produce). Besides, they
were aware of agriculture’s other functions, such as pastime activity
(83.9%), balanced national development (81.0%), and environmental
preservation (81.0%).

xXi



The interest and relevance toward rural issues have been down, and so has
the intention for urban-to-rural migration after retirement. City residents
have longed for rural life in search of a healthy environment and relaxed
freedom. However, low income, hard labor, and inconvenient living
conditions are still significant obstacles to their dreams.

Concerning the purchase of agricultural and livestock products, urban
dwellers considered safety and quality (taste) more important than price.
They agreed on local products’ safety and competitiveness. However, their
rejection of imported products has reduced, implying that their intention to
buy local products is likely to go down over time.

The overall happiness index was 6.66 for farmers and 6.33 for city
residents, similar the overall score for Koreans (6.33). Breaking down the
happiness score by category, factors reducing the index were financial and
health state for farmers, and financial state and social life for city residents.

As to issues for agricultural products, the respondents pointed at natural
disasters, such as typhoons and damages from insects, and livestock
diseases from the outbreak of African swine fever. Also, questioned what
would be the most vital challenge in the agricultural food sector in the
coming five years, the urban respondents answered livestock disease and
food safety, indicating that the production of safe food is the most
significant task for Korean agriculture.

Asked what would be the most urgent task along with Korea’s
relinquishment of developing country status in the World Trade
Organization, urban dwellers mentioned stable supply and demand in
agricultural and livestock products (37.9%) as a top priority, reflecting the

opinion of consumers sensitive to prices.

xii



Also, to a survey to understand the difference in thoughts on farming and
agricultural products between Koreans and Japanese, Korean respondents
pointed to improving competitiveness in agriculture as a focus area in
agricultural policy, while Japanese respondents to supplying safe farming
products. Regarding food safety concerns, Koreans mentioned pesticide
residue, while Japanese said food poisoning. Asked what type of their
traditional food they will recommend to foreigners, both Koreans and
Japanese picked fermented foods.

As to the farming outcome of 2019, the response of satisfaction has been
on the same level for the past three years, and worsening farming conditions
and weak price competitiveness were reasons for dissatisfaction.

Overall satisfaction with farming work is improving, and the main reason
for dissatisfaction is income rather than work itself. Also, the respondents
answered that increased cost for production and lack of farmhands were the
challenges for the farming business.

Satisfaction with rural life at present is on the rise, and the result is the
same in comparison with five years ago. Besides, as to farming business and
living conditions, the areas improved in comparison with five years ago
were farming methods and skills, while lack of farmhands was worse than
five years ago. As farmers were not happy with income and job
opportunities, it is necessary to prepare a long-term solution to this problem.

Researchers: Heo Jeonghoi, Park Hyejin, Woo Byungjoon
Research period: 2019. 1. ~ 2019. 12.
E-mail address: berliner@krei.re.kr
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EH(A7) [ 39.1|40.5 | 50.3 | 59.7 | 52.7 | 45.0 | 60.0 | 50.9 | 59.5 | 54.6 | 53.8 | 53.0 | 60.2
GICSICH | 24.7 | 22.1 | 32.4 | 36.7 | 293|389 29.2 | 31.3 | 27.7 | 32.2 | 387 | 324|347
K3yt [ 37 | 46 | 95| 36 | 64| 90| 28|67 |50 66|27 |65 14
Hici(A7) [ 28.4 | 26.7 | 41.9|40.3 | 35.7 | 47.9 | 32.0 | 38.0 | 32.7 | 38.8| 41.4 [ 37.9 362
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A 02 | 7.3 75 | 415 | 452 | 58 | 51.0
MNE 00 | 7.3 73 | 472 | 449 | 06 | 455
QIF/47| 0.0 | 56 56 | 315 | 489 | 141 | 629
BAM/HE/8M | 00 | 6.2 6.2 | 451 | 470 | 1.8 | 488
INE: /4= 0.0 | 108 | 10.8 | 51.6 | 344 | 3.1 | 37.6 | 12.82%*
25/t 0.0 8.2 8.2 48.4 | 426 0.8 43.4
N/EH/ME | 22 | 112 | 184 | 421 | 398 | 47 | 445
/8 0.0 8.0 8.0 400 | 50.0 | 2.0 52.0
SENF AL 0.0 | 40 40 | 314 | 558 | 87 | 64.6 8,90+
EE QACt 0.3 9.1 9.4 469 | 395 | 4.2 43.7 )
THESA UCt 03 | 42 | 45 | 266 | 580 | 109 | 689 | o ...
o2 QICt 0.2 8.4 8.6 469 | 405 | 4.0 445 )
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M OA 0.5 134 | 189 | 396 | 409 | 56 46.5
N 0.0 185 | 185 | 433 | 374 | 08 38.2
QIM/E7| 0.8 12.8 | 186 | 325 | 404 | 135 53.9
BA/AL /24 1.3 101 | 11.4 | 448 | 416 | 22 438
ISR /85 0.0 115 | 116 | 47.3 | 404 0.8 412 |6.08***
g5/} 0.0 10.7 | 10.7 | 43.4 | 434 25 459
HM/EE/ME | 0.0 117 | 117 | 398 | 440 | 45 485
Hiz/Z8 2.0 12.0 | 14.0 | 30.0 | 56.0 | 0.0 56.0
SENAF ACH 0.4 7.6 7.9 | 309|527 | 85 61.2 -
R oict 0.6 164 | 17.0 | 442 | 347 | 4.0 387 |~
PEIN, QACH 0.3 7.7 80 | 263|542 | 116 | 658 0,38+
0L ACt 0.6 154 | 16.0 | 44.4 | 36.1 3.4 395 |7
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M2 A 1129202 64 | 6.7 [162] 55| 41| 78 |52 | 1.1 |41 |55 56
ZEMBICE | 62.5 | 53.1|57.0 | 56.8 | 51.9 | 50.5 | 45.9 | 46.4 | 56.7 | 34.0 | 47.1 | 42.3 | 40.9
A) | 75.4 | 733 | 63.4 | 635 |68.1|56.1 500|542 |61.0(35.1|51.3|47.8|465
b [21.3]22.7]31.4(30.1|25.3|31.8|37.0/38.7|30.3|36.8|33.9|37.7|39.6
BIWSICH | 3.1 | 32 | 52 | 52 | 6.0 |11.7[121] 6.7 | 7.3 |25.7|14.0 | 12.7 | 13.4
M=2ey | 03070101 ]06]04]09|04|05|25|08]|17]05
uttj(4AH) | 3.4 | 39 | 53 | 53 | 6.6 |12.1|13.0| 7.1 | 7.8 | 28.1|14.8|14.4| 139
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T sys | sms | @A) | oot |39 | zus | @) |
M A 2.3 23.7 26.1 42.8 29.5 1.6 31.1
N2 0.0 20.8 20.8 51.4 275 0.3 27.8
OIM/ZA7| 7.0 355 425 34.3 22.4 0.8 23.2

SA/HE/24 | 0.0 114 | 1.4 | 448 | 421 1.7 | 438
X Lt/ a2 00 | 132 | 132 | 427 | 433 | 0.8 | 441 | 21.23%*
243/t 00 | 205 | 205 | 393 | 303 | 9.8 | 402
I&/ZX/ME | 0.8 | 239 | 247 | 487 | 247 19 | 266
HE /2 00 | 200 | 200 | 500 | 300 | 0.0 | 30.0
o =Z 0|5} 14 | 190 | 205 | 447 | 324 | 24 | 348
= = 14 | 196 | 211 | 433 | 337 | 1.9 | 356 | 12.75%
- CHAH O A 32 | 279 | 311 | 422 | 254 | 1.3 | 267
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[ LY - | X O LT
o9 %
T SUYAM T = SUSE ZH 2N Hr | SUYM I SU-SE EXetLiejel 2 HE
° 2013|2014 |2015|2016/2017|2018|2019|2013|2014/2015|2016|2017/2018|2019
™t | 58162 (77(33]34(60]39[77|49|88[39[47|70]43
H2M™ 129.2]30.9)36.5|33.0{34.5[36.3|30.3/32.8(28.1]28.8|26.6|27.9]27.9|24.3
MCHAA) |35.0 37.1|44.2 |36.3/37.9/42.3 34.2 40.5|33.0|37.630.5 | 32.6 | 34.9 | 28.6
= 37.1138.8(33.1]37.56|32.5/37.1[36.8|34.5|37.9]36.3|39.3|34.5|38.634.6
HE Opi(AAD| 72.1 | 75.9 | 77.3 |73.8/70.4|79.471.0|75.0| 70.9 | 73.9 | 69.8 | 67.1 | 73.5 | 63.2
HE QlTt |256.2]22.0(20.4(22.8/27.4119.3[26.1]21.9|25.1]22.0|24.3|29.8]24.2|31.2
Mojeitt |27 121123342213 [30|31[41]41]159|30]23]|56
ACHAA) | 27.9 (24.1|22.7 |126.2|29.6|20.6 | 29.1 |25.0|29.2 | 26.1 |30.2 | 32.8| 26.5 | 36.8
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=49 %
B He | =2 | oot | =2 | we | mo | =
= gt | gt | 2 | uo | mo | @) \meag| F
M A 23.6 35.7 59.3 26.2 8.5 34.6 6.1
19~29A 39.8 38.4 78.2 13.0 2.9 15.9 59
30CH 279 38.8 66.8 214 5.6 26.9 6.3
Skl 40ty 18.5 38.0 b6.5 28.7 8.0 36.7 6.8 35.33***
50CH 125 30.7 431 35.8 15.3 51.1 58
60CH 19.9 31.5 51.4 32.5 10.7 43.2 54
Sl0|EZE} 22.1 34.4 56.5 28.3 7.7 36.1 7.4
=2z} 19.6 37.9 57.5 27.2 9.2 36.4 6.2
o Aol | 133 | 373|606 | 303 | 132 | 436 | 59 |,
ZB 33.9 35.2 69.2 221 4.6 26.6 4.2 '
ShM 50.4 32.6 83.0 1.1 0.0 1.1 59
7|Et/FA 36.4 20.0 b6.4 23.1 13.9 37.0 6.6
s=E| o 114 [ 290 [403 [ 361 [ 165 [ 827 | 70 [ ..
a3 ATt 30.1 39.2 69.3 20.9 4.2 25.1 5.6 '
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= 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010|2011 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014 | 2015|2016 | 2017 | 2019
O 2o 1 21.7]16.1119.7113.2] 9.1 [204]125]15.0| 87 | 105]| 6.7 |18.7| 85
2= UCH | 49.6 |47.6 | 43.1(39.8|38.6|43.3|41.1]286|30.3|365|345]|254]26.2
AS(2AH) | 71.3 | 63.7 | 62.8 | 53.0 | 47.7 | 63.7 | 53.6 | 43.6 | 39.0 | 47.0 | 41.3 | 44.1 | 34.6
H2 QIO 121.0(23.4(227(27.4(345|1209|275(329|28.7|25.1|295|33.7|35.7
Hojeltt | 7.7 [129|145|19.7(17.8]1565]19.0|19.7 | 25.8|23.4 | 25.8 | 20.2 | 23.6
AS(AAH) | 28.7 | 36.3 | 37.2 | 47.1 | 52.3 | 36.4 | 46.5 | 52.6 | 54.5 | 48.5 | 55.3 | 53.9 | 59.3
R0 - - - - - - - | 3716514534120 6.1
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34 LY 2413114114 (31119(12(21]18]29|20]17

5 LY 30 (61|38 |50|53|36|54|67|52|45/|44/]86

104 LY 112 93|72 (13.7|87]93[121[125[109|11.1[11.8[12.2

104 0| 39.5(30.3(29.4|17.9(235|205|27.2|17.4|23.3(19.1(23.9|15.4

OFZ| TLAZQ1 A&l QiCH 43.8 | 51.1 | 58.2 | 62.0 | 59.4 | 64.6 |54.1 |61.4|58.7 |62.4|57.9|62.1
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7= 2006|2007 | 2008|2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014 | 2015 | 2016 | 2017 | 2019

20| 75513M HHO| A0 SAS K| o] 2.2 | 4.4 [4.6]0.6]6.2(7.0(8389|74]66]57[11.2
SIS 2o MRS Niol| 2ot 40[36|32(60[43|7.8[83[9.7|64]105/38]|3.7
it 01 24246 426617 Pl 61.9/57.562.4/61.0/61.558.7|52.4|50.1/58.2|51.4|58.1(46.0
0y 55 |—.°._|f$'%%5fﬂé['01ﬁ 23[30[15]39|35|32[43]41/40/37|33|28
°|”0|'EJEA M Hot] 40N 65[27]19]50]47]49]60(32|52|45|74]9.0
IO HOHO[R| Q= RIQZS Msis 51 MO [17.7]22.1]19.4[17.9]17.4]14.6[17.7|21.4]16.2]20.2/18.3]21.4
L0 TAECHWOZ SO RS TP 4 Qlof | 5.1 6.6 | 55|24 1.6]3.9(26[24[27|3.1]32]53
7JEt 02]01]14/32] - | - ]05]02] - | - [02[06
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M A 3.6 3.6 32.0 60.9 3.5 64.4
oy Rt 39 [ 39 [ 32 [ 679 [ 30 [ 609 | .
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O 4= 201840 FAGY) (45.1%)<, 2019¢ 0= FH(E) (38.0%) Erh=
PHA (46.9%)S -4 LHEAYCE Hol9S
- &3 7 Y Alolle ddz E%lﬂ?ﬂ ZAEYH (20184 47.3%, 2019
W 47.4%)S 717 wol 15192 FE2 201800 FA G (35.3%)%
A (34.5%)= BgF Wi, 2019%0115 EAEY (36.1%)Ee FA
A (39.6%) HS. AL 2018W(62.5%)F 2019¥(67.2%) 5 &

2y olgta st
O &3t A4, I35, A4 7Y A 71F' &
2.6%p, 4.0%p, 2.8%pE As] 7tA Bt QbAA ‘ZAM) 52 ¢ 8

3 12 89108 B 9le.

E2-18 SEM2 7Y A 71 503t 13 29

91 %
= 74 ok - GU) Hac IXIME ¥ S
= |2018|2019 | 2018 | 2019 | 2018 | 2019 | 2018 | 2019 | 2018 | 2019 | 2018 | 2019
AMA | 98 | 72 [ 385 | 469 | 451 | 380 | 22 | 24 | 26 | 31 | 19 | 24
88 | 139170300 | 260 | 473 | 474 | 65 | 60 | 15 | 1.7 | 08 | 18
I= 123 | 83 | 345 | 396 | 363 | 36.1 | 93 b6 | 26 26 | 6.1 7.9
Y 6.7 | 39 | 231 | 206 | 625 | 67.2 | 37 34 | 25 3.0 1.5 1.9

21 2008~20174 595l Thet RO Al AL A Al UAA(FAY/ ) 2 2ALE,
A Fs 5ol thak FH9J4 2AL Ak (2 AE).
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H2-19 £ ] ZA SSA20| ZW2 01y
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Rt S =Ct
2013|2015|2016|2017|2019/2013|2015/2016|2017|2019|2013/2015|2016/2017|2019
13.1]1 9.9 |13.8]14.3| 9.7 |26.3|23.9]23.0/26.7]23.3|60.7 |66.2]|63.1]58.9|67.0
ot 12.2] 82 14.8]13.7|11.2|28.9]/25.5|25.6|20.8|15.4|58.9|66.3|59.665.6|73.4
X|227|12.5] 8.7 |18.7]|11.8]13.6|37.7|38.3|39.7|32.0|26.649.8|53.0|46.5|56.2 | 59.7

ol 111.718.919.7 112.6/12.0/39.0|33.5144.7|34.3|35.8/49.3|57.7[45.6[53.0|52.3
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O ‘T4t sAkEo] #UAt SAEEY S = 77.3%R WHH At sAl
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O - —_ - O L- —_
T+ %
A SAMS0| At Q14 S SLE0|
= SN SMSHLH SAZO| Y2 | FAELE QFM0| x2(df)
QHMSICt 2 10|17} eict =Ct
H A 77.3 16.0 6.7
Lt

e T T [T
o == 05t 83.1 9.9 7.0

= nk 78.4 12.8 8.8 20.14(4)**
- CHAY OfAF 75.9 19.3 48

21 %p¢.05, *p<.01, **pd.001
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