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Abstract

Community care led by rural residents is emerging as an alternative to overcome
the flawed care system for the elderly in rural areas. However, no paper has stud-
ied whether rural residents would participate in providing care for the rural
elderly. In this study, we investigate whether rural residents are willing to pro-
vide community care to the elderly who need care and evaluate the amount of
the willingness to accept it. For this purpose, we conducted empirical analyses
by using (ordered) logistic and interval regressions with the survey of 586 farm-
ers living in rural areas. The result shows that 60% of respondents were willing
to provide care to the elderly and the amount of the willingness to accept (WTA)
for providing care was around 5,000 won. It also shows that residents who had
economic difficulties or needed non-agricultural income tended to participate in
care. Female and younger residents also expressed a higher amount of WTA be-
cause they could work with higher wages in other jobs. For the policy im-
plication, we suggest that the government cooperate with rural communities to
support sufficient compensation for part-time care services so that more rural res-
idents can participate in community care.
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