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ABSTRACT

A Panel Survey for Rural Villages (Year 1 of 10)

Purpose of Research

O This study aims to select rural villages representing Korea’s
agricultural, mountain, and fishing communities for a panel survey to
observe annual changes and conduct in-depth research on specific
topics. Although the main target of the panel survey is the analysis of
changes in rural villages, we can get an insight into the current state
and transformations of rural korea as a whole using the survey result.
Accordingly, the study will contribute to preparing data for developing

rural policies in the mid to long term.

Research Methodology

O To cover various types of villages, we selected ten for each province,
totaling 102 villages for the panel survey. Then we interviewed 102
representatives and 20% of residents per each village (total 2,151
residents) using a questionnaire paper. We also visited eight villages
for a survey. Ten residents per village were pre-selected for a
minimum sample and 5-25 per village were added following the total
size of households. In particular, we evenly reflected residents’ ages

and genders in the panels.
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Key Findings

O Population is declining and the aging population is getting worse in

rural areas. However, the nationwide trend of urban-to-rural migration
is diversifying village functions. There are distinct changes in recent
rural villages such as households their members live in multiple

locations, and the related-population who interact with rural areas.

O Although industries in rural areas such as agriculture, forestry, and

fishery have reduced, about half of the people are still engaged in those
industries. Concerning agriculture, controlled farming in facilities has
increased and individual farm households produce their own rather
than pursuing co-work. The labor force is declining, and generational
changes are showing up. Economic activities in the non-agriculture
industry have become diverse in remote villages, but the phenomenon

cannot be considered a nationwide trend.

O Group activities have weakened in terms of the number of

viii

organizations or participation of members. However, various clubs
work still for village communication, e.g., the elderly, or women work.
Most villages hold joint properties(e.g., including cash and real estate),
and have emerged new communal activities for dining and care for the
underprivileged. However, new faces who migrated from urban for
rural life or farming are much less interested in community activities
than other local people, although they are mostly young and educated.
So encouraging their participation will contribute significantly to

revitalizing rural areas.



O Facilities damaging the rural landscape and environment such as
obsolete or empty houses, cattle sheds, and solar power facilities have
increased. Local people are aware of cattle sheds’ negative impacts on
the landscape and environment but think differently about others, such
as solar power facilities, plants, and storages. Although rural villages
hold valuable resources to preserve, they do not have platforms for

preservation and utilization.

Policy Suggestions

O Most development projects for rural villages managed by the central
government are transferred to local government in 2020 according to
the expansion of the decentralization. Thus, the policy intervention of
the central government toward rural village need to be changed. Also,
local governments consistently supervise and monitor them.

O There should be in-depth endeavors to monitor rural villages
nationwide and changes in settlement conditions in the sample villages
based on empirical statistical data. The government needs to read the
direction for transformation and plan adequate policies.

O Despite the population decline in rural villages, our survey shows that
their roles and functions are still useful. For the elderly and
underprivileged, their communities should provide necessary daily
services. Therefore, it is required to prepare programs to raise access to
daily livelihood services.

O The survey result shows that the function of both the central area and

village in rural areas are still crucial. It is important to foster their role

ix



in services. Besides, we believe that the government should prepare a
strategy to connect the hub area and surrounding villages and make the
center attractive for residence amid the transformation of rural
settlement.

O The government’s policy support is essential to secure sustainability in
rural villages. New village members’ active participation in group
activities and the eradication of reckless development are the keys to
ensure their sustainability. In particular, we can get implications from
the fact the government’s small-scale village projects were effective.
It is necessary to prepare a regulatory framework to prevent reckless
development and lead residents to participate in preserving valuable
resources in their communities. Meanwhile, the government should
introduce a program to prohibit the construction of buildings harming
the rural landscape and environment.

O Demographic changes and the population influx through
urban-to-rural migration, households living in multiple areas, and the
related-population in rural areas imply that it is necessary to form new
types of communities. In particular, new faces moving to rural villages
have the characteristics of the creative class in terms of age and
education levels. Therefore, there should be measures to encourage
them to participate in communal activities and contribute to the

progress of regional communities.

Researchers: Song Miryung, Seong Jooin, Han Icheol, Min Kyungchan
Research period: 2020. 1. ~2020. 12.
E-mail address: mrsong@krei.re.kr
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X|Qt/ QFHE IRiSh= Y0l B7t 2.34 2.37 2.46 217
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